Effect of renal transplantation on the cardiac function of patients with hemodialysis.
This study investigated whether renal transplantation could improve cardiac function in patients who had undergone hemodialysis. Cardiac function and coronary risk factors were compared between the renal transplantation group (RT group: n=34) and the maintenance hemodialysis group (HD group: n=40). The dialysis period was also evaluated. Anemia and electrolyte disorders significantly improved in the RT group compared to the HD group. However, both groups required therapy for coronary risk factors. Cardiac function in the RT group was better than in the HD group. Disorders of cardiac function caused by chronic renal failure or the introduction of hemodialysis tended to improve after renal transplantation. Moreover, disorders of cardiac function seemed to improve more rapidly in patients in the RT group who had undergone hemodialysis for shorter periods prior to renal transplantation.